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     Navigate                 Serve           Engage            Worship 

Sunday Fellowship & Food Coffee and Doughnut fellowship is in the Courtyard at 8:30 am.  
You are welcome to join us for lunch in the Life Center at noon. $8 (adults), $4 (kids).  Today’s Menu: 

Pork Chops, Grilled Green Beans, Salad, Rolls and Watermelon. 

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, October 12, 2014 
 

On Being Grateful... 

When my daughter, Lauren, was about three, she was asked to lead our 
suppertime prayer.  After surveying the meal, she closed her eyes, folded her 
hands, and preceded to say, “Dear God, thank you for this food, but not that!”  
Although Mark and I tried to remain straight-faced and discuss the importance of 
being grateful for all that we are given (including broccoli), we ended up laughing 
until our sides hurt.   

1 Thessalonians 5:18 requires us to “Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you who 
belong to Christ Jesus.”  If, however, I’m being honest, I don’t always feel thankful.  I don’t always 
want to give praise.  Sometimes, like Lauren, I’m not thankful “for that.”   Sometimes, I want to parcel 
out the “good” from the “bad”; being grateful for those that I count as blessings and not-so-much for 
those that I count as hard or hurtful.  But, what if the “broccoli”, ultimately, is good for me?  What if 
my definition of “bad” isn’t the same as God’s? 

Perhaps what the Scripture is really calling us to do is to be thankful for One who, really, knows what 
the future holds.  The One who knows the hard of today will bring about strength and stamina 
tomorrow.  What if we are called to be grateful not for our own preferences but for His perfection?  
He knows our circumstances, and, if we let Him, He will use them for His glory.  His glory.  Certainly 
that is one thing we can all be grateful for on this beautiful fall Sunday. 

          - Traci Bailey  

 

Central United Methodist Men Meeting  Join us for a continental breakfast and exciting meeting at 
8:00AM on Saturday, October 18th.  We will meet in Room 311, instead of the Life Center due to 
schedule conflicts.   See you then. 
 

WE NEED YOU!  

TOTNOTS Our Trunk or Treat, Not on the Street is coming up October 25th from 4-6pm. 

TOTNOTS is the annual fall carnival we host as a way to engage with our local community.  We will fill 
our east parking lot with decorated trunks, carnival games, a bounce house, and free food.  This year 
we are asking individuals and groups to participate by signing up to decorate a car trunk and pass 
out candy to our guests.  Trunk sign-up forms are located at the church office.  If you have any 
questions please contact Scott Carver.  
 

Grief Group There is no wrong way to experience grief, but it is a difficult journey.  For many, it is 
helpful to have a confidential small group to share and explore feelings and experiences to help one 
during this difficult time.  We welcome you to join us on a drop in basis.  The group meets each 
Saturday at 11am in the library through November 8th.  Please feel free to contact Pastor Janet 
Norden at 239.3541 or JanetN@centraltolife.org. 

mailto:JanetN@centraltolife.org
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Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Ridgeway at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

 

Messiah rehearsals Begin TODAY at 1pm in the 
Sanctuary. The concert will be held Friday, December 5th.  
Call Jerri Foster for more information at 243-783. 
 

Emmons Upper Room Prayer Group  meets on 
Thursdays from 12:15 - 1:00 pm in Room 304. This  
group receives prayer requests from the Upper Room 
Prayer Ministry and prays for our Central church members 
and friends. We welcome and encourage anyone from  
our Central family to join us for this powerful time of 
prayer.  If you have any questions, please call Merrill Jones 
at 255-7924 
 

Taize Service  Join us every Wednesday at  1:30pm  at 
University Heights UMC (located at 2210 Silver Ave SE) for 
a brief contemplative worship service that offers simple 
music to sing, prayer, and readings.  The service is held in 
the Sanctuary.  Parking may be sparse so please consider 
carpooling!   

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name: The Power of Jesus engages the world 

Worship Venues: 8:30 & 11:00 Classic, Sanctuary,  9:45 New Day Contemporary, Life Center.  

Check out CentralToLife.org Recharge page for weekly devotional.  
 

Community of Hope South Lawn, 1:00pm for a meal, prayer, music, sharing the Word, and Holy Communion.  

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Greg Henneman, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Mary Ridgeway, Director, Ministries and Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director, Sanctuary Music Ministries 

 

Traci Bailey, Navigate Ministries, Adult & Children 

Scott Carver, Navigate Ministries, Youth & Young Adults 

Scott Zila, Facility Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Bookkeeper/Admin Assistant  

Youth & Young Adult Ministries Contact Scott Carver, 
243-7834 or  scottcarver@centraltolife.org.  
 
 

TODAY:  Sunday School: 9:45-10:55 

Youth Group 
5:00-7:00pm in the Youth Lounge 

 

Upcoming Events:   
November 8 - Project Share    

Join us from 4-6pm as we serve those who hunger in our 
own community.  Please visit signupgenius.com/
go/60b0e4fa5a728a75-project1 to see what’s needed for 
food donations.  We are heading to dinner and bowling 
after we serve.  Talk with Molly Hayes if you can attend. 
 

November 21-23 - CCYM High School Camp 
Calling all 9-12th graders!  We’re headed to the 
Sacramento Mountains for a weekend of worship, 
fellowship, fun, and great food.  Cost is $115 and 
registration is due by November 2nd.  Contact Scott  
Carver if you can come. 
 

Young Adult Group: Are you 18-30 and 
looking for a place for fellowship and Bible 
Study?  Join us Thursdays @ 7:30pm at the Carver 
residence. We will be discussing “Connect the Dots,” a 
study on discovering God’s will in your life.  Need 
directions or more info?  Email Scott Carver.   

         What, why, where, when, who?!   
Do you have questions about Central or 
Methodism? Question forms and box are 
located next to the information rack. Fill 
out a form with your question - someone 
will respond as soon as possible. 

Children’s Ministries Contact Traci Bailey, 243-7834 or  
at tracib@centraltolife.org.  
 

Sunday School, 9:45 -10:45am, 4 yr olds - 5th grade 

  
        Third Grade Bibles – October 19th.   

     Make sure your 3rd grader is on our list!     
   Contact Traci Bailey this week. 

New Youth Choir Wednesdays, 4-5pm, Room 311  
 

Join other mid and high school students for an hour of 
sight-reading, song, and snacks.  Although the group 
focuses on preparing music for worship and voice building 
skills, it’s really a time for singing with friends!  

Children's Choir meets Sundays from 8:45 - 9:30am 
downstairs in the choir room.  Come join  
Mrs. Molly and Miss Cathy for some great  
music and lots of fun! 
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